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SURJECT: Operstional Requiremants for € Prime Comerss

1. Because of the proven reliability of the C prime instrument
and the opermtionel flexibility it provides 1t sppemys that sevarsl
C prine cameras should be mmintained in the inventory st all times.

2., It is of peremownt Impoartance that these cameves be glven
fmmedinte sttention. This is bdecause of the lemgthy lead time
required to produce hardwnre of this type, the limtted numbex
rempining in the inventory, and bdecouse the production capabiliiy
1s dbeing cwrtatled.

3. Operstionally this cumera providas us with a grester capo-
bility for pioneer coversge of sn ares due to the lover sawn angle
limitxtion, which is presently detarwined to Lo seven degrees. This
lower sun angle also provides the intelligence community with a mxpe
positive cepability of yhotographing mricrity aress in the USSR
during the winter months. In addfiticn, it slweys provides grester
selectivity, through the use of ascending and descending peasses,
after the clond soverage of st ares is exmxmined. It is ay deliel
with a3 great & definition me other systems thers are times vhen
the saerificing of definitiom for capebility can be readily foresecem.

. Until the problam of detarmining the correct sun sngle for
use vith varions lense~filn conbinations can be salved, there iz
inharent limitation in the CORCNA progrsm. At present, the entire
comnmity is stuldying the prodlem and opinions very greatly on the
solution to this problem.
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5. It is highly possible that the difficulties sncountered in
the follow on progrems may be overcome before the prasmt stock of
C prime cemeras is depleted. Inm addition, there may be £1lm com-
binations which when used with C tripple prime camerss will give
us the operstional flexdbility that is desired. EHowever, vhen
viewing the present conditions & situstion exists which could
becams very serious in the future. A situstion I thought should
be forwarded for your considaration.
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